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Moynalty Cycling Club 

Secretary’s Report for 2010 

Introduction  

 

During 2010 the club made its official entry into the world of Irish and International cycling. Although 

formed in 2009, the year 2010 is noteworthy as the first year the club was registered with the governing 

body for cycling in this country, Cycling Ireland. Membership of the club grew steadily during the year and 

many members became affiliated along with the club with Cycling Ireland. 

 

Membership 

 

We presently have 56 paid up members in the club who are also members of Cycling Ireland. Each member 

received a 2010 Cycling Ireland licence in the form of a wallet sized card.  

2011 gets a target for the club to at least double its membership. At this time we have 91 names on the 

clubs master list and the committee would like to end the year with a 100 signed up members to both club 

and Cycling Ireland. 2011 also sees the clubs Constitution put to the existing membership and if ratified the 

constitution provides for the introduction of an associate member. Many have provided able assistance to 

the club during the year and while not interested in cycling would like to be associated with the club on a 

more formal basis. The fee for the associate member will be decided by the committee. 

 

Payment of Annual Subscription 

 

Members should be aware that the club membership fee for 2011 is €40. This is an increase on last year due 

to an increased rate required to be a member of Cycling Ireland. The committee would stress the 

importance of joining Cycling Ireland given the benefits that accrue especially the insurance cover. 

Members would be advised however, that insurance cover provided by Cycling Ireland does not extend to 

bicycle damage and you are recommended to consider insurance for your bicycle separate from Cycling 

Ireland. It is critical to the proper running of the club that all membership fees are paid by mid February. 

Application forms must also be completed by each member, signed by one of the committee and 

submitted to Cycling Ireland.   

 

Finance 

 

The financial statement for the year end to December 2010 is available from the committee and the 

financial report will be presented later on by the treasurer.  

 

Club’s Super Cup 

 

The club’s super cup was held this year in September. The competition was fierce with everyone eager to 

show their talents and take home the inaugural cup. Club Chairman Ken Maloney’s team took the honours, 

while the writer’s team had to settle for second place. Results of the event can be accessed by logging on to 

the club’s web site. This was the club’s fundraiser and it proved a remarkable success with well over 

€1,600 raised. It proved to be a wonderful day for all, both participants and spectators. The food and drinks 

party that night also proved successful with high spirits and prizes galore for all. 
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Club Kit 

 

The treasurer will deal with income and expenditure as it relates to this item. The secretary’s report 

however would be incomplete without some reference to the kit itself. Club sponsorship is noteworthy in 

that sponsors were more than sufficient. That is borne out by the number of sponsors featured on the kit. 

Our main sponsor SKYWAY has its managing director as the club’s vice chair and P.R.O. Shane Walsh 

has to be commended for his unstinting and superlative work in designing and sourcing a supplier for the 

club’s kit. The final product is worthy of any professional team to have as its colours. Some small spelling 

errors with the first batch are now corrected with the latest order received. The committee would accept 

that there was some inordinate delays in receiving the kit from the date people ordered them. People had 

put in an order and paid for kit in advance but had to wait a long time to get it. We hope to put in place a 

more efficient process and schedule next year to ensure orders are filled early and people are not 

disappointed. That said only a few were left waiting but we would acknowledge that even one left waiting 

is not acceptable.  

 

Web Site 

 

www.moynaltycyclingclub.ie was officially launched towards the end of the year and thanks to our 

Chairman Ken Moloney for making that a reality. The site is a wealth of information and is striking in its 

design. It will prove a fantastic gateway for the club into the world of web technology.  

 

Club Events for 2011 

 

Westport First stage of the 4 point challenge 

 

The 4 point challenge started in 2010 with the trip to Westport. In 2011 Malin Head is the target while 2012 

sees Mizen Head as the trip destination culminating with the final trip in the challenge for 2013 as Carnsore 

Point.  

The Westport trip was a very ambitious target. Some 250 km’s from Moynalty to Westport with a cohort of 

very inexperienced cyclists. The trip was in conjunction with Moynalty Tidy Town’s. Funds raised for the 

tidy town’s ran to circa 17k. Some extraordinary feats were completed that weekend. Some cyclists not 

satisfied with the achievement of the previous day decided to take on the challenge of the climb up Croagh 

Patrick. The weekend to include the cycle, climb of Croagh Patrick and the camaraderie and partying will 

be hard to beat. Good memories for all to cherish. The event proved successful, challenging, exhilarating 

and memorable to say the least. This event as an inaugural one set some standard to for the future. Our 

events organiser Jimmy Nevin was proud of this one.  

 

Martin Lynch Sponsored Cycle 

 

As this is the first secretary report for the club the writer cannot ignore the event that was the catalyst in the 

creation of this cycling club. In 2009 a number of inventive and creative minds decided to raise funds for 

the National Rehabilitation Hospital. This became known as the Marty Reilly sponsored cycle in aid of the 

NRH. A 50 mile route was agreed and after some great scheduling and marketing the event was run and up 

to 28k was raised. It was a monumental task with corresponding success. The sense of achievement was 

breathtaking and the atmosphere in the village was electric.  

 

The Martin Lynch Sponsored Cycle was in aid of the Irish Hearth and Lung Transplant Association. An 

extravaganza night with an open air barbeque singing along to “say la vie” proved to be another one of 

those fine ideas that keeps coming from the committee. The barbeque was attended by up to 500 people and 

over 17k was raised for the appointed charity. The club used the threshing festival as another opportunity to 

raise funds for the IHLTA. A stand was set up in the field and again some novel ideas came to the fore 

especially the wee bicycles that went down a treat. Many also had their eyes set on the racing bike that 

Kells Cycles kindly donated. In the sponsored cycle itself up to 150 cyclists took to the route for this event 

and at times it was a camera man’s dream to take photographs of that group in glorious weather, cycling in 

unison. The buzz generated in the wider community was felt for weeks leading up to the event and for 

http://www.moynaltycyclingclub.ie/
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many weeks thereafter. Even celebrities were sourced (Boxer Bernard Dunne) to send the huge number of 

cyclists on their way.  

 

Other Events 

 

Club members also took part in other events and this showed the confidence that the cyclists were 

beginning to have by spreading their wings and joining others who had like them taken up cycling recently 

or were experts in the field. That did not deter any of the Moynalty gang and we must have made the papers 

more often then some celebrities. Weekly reports in the Chronicle were a regular feature and any event 

taken on was successfully completed and in excellent time. These included 

 

 The Wicklow 100, will it be the 200 in 2011? 

 The Paul Healion sponsored M3 100k race in aid of the Aisling Group 

 The Tour de Cormeen 50k Lough an Lae Challenge 

 The Cavan 125kms  

 The Clonee Challenge 

 Mullagh Sponsored Run 

 Meath Heritage An Post 100k 

 

Regular Club Runs 

 

Regular club runs are scheduled for Friday evenings when the weather and light permit. In 2010 the 

numbers taking part continued to rise and the ladies have also taken an interest with is most welcome. 

Gender balance is essential for the club to flourish and grow. More ladies are earnestly sought and the 2011 

trip to Donegal will have a number of the ladies involved. The regular runs are popular as they provide 

opportunities for all fitness levels to be involved. The committee will formalise these runs in 2011 with 

agreed and identifiable runs to include loops to allow people take on shorter journeys until their fitness 

level allows them up the journey.  

 

I would have to point out that some disappointing views have been expressed about the club in that some 

people feel the club has become some sort of elite group. Nothing could be further from the truth. The 

Friday runs have proved very popular and at times the more experienced riders have had to hold back some 

of the new cyclists such are the levels of enthusiasm. Anyone contemplating the longer trips such as 

Westport and Donegal must surely be aware that such a distance requires a certain fitness level and it 

would be disappointing if people felt the club had moved into the elite group. That is not our intention. It is 

a cycling club borne out of a community venture and we intend to keep to the origins of our foundation.   

 

Saturday has been the day where training takes place for the longer trip. To take on a journey of up to 

250kms requires a significant commitment and training regime. Some tried to take on the challenge last 

year with little training and they suffered. For those of you contemplating the long haul this year, which I 

might add will be a greater test, regular training and exercise, is essential. Training and nutrition advice will 

be provided for all.  

 

Donegal Trip 

 

As stated above this is the second stage of the 4 point challenge. The route has now been approved by the 

committee and it is a stronger test than last year. The distance is similar but the terrain more undulating. Be 

prepared if you are taking part. It proves to be an exiting and challenging weekend. Letters have been 

written for each member explaining the itinerary for the weekend. (They are available tonight or you may 

have got them already). Posters are also to be seen in most local business outlets. Training has commenced 

with spinning and exercise classes in the gym at Mullagh. The hotel booked for the weekend is the 

beautiful 4 star Ballyliffin Lodge and Spa Hotel. Some of the committee took time out to check out the 

route and the hotel itself. It was a long drive home for the writer who was in the driving seat. I would stress 

that the hotel has limited rooms available so make sure you have your deposit in quickly to secure your 

place.   
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Schedule for 2011 

 

2011 will see a very busy calendar. A schedule will be drawn up and posted on the web site for the events 

we hope to take part in this year. Some ideas did not fire up the imagination of people and on the decision 

of the committee, were deferred. One such example was the French Alps idea.  

We have teamed up with the NEPP North East Pylon Pressure group to raise funds for the protest that they 

are engaged in. Our involvement was required as they are running a major cycling challenge and they 

needed a cycling club to work with them to secure insurance cover for the event. It was originally 

scheduled for the 28
th

 December but poor weather conditions forced its cancellation. It will now likely go 

ahead late March after St Patricks Day. We will take part and the challenge is the larger loop consisting of 

100k.  

It is likely that the club will be involved in the Wicklow 100/200 again. Other events that will be available 

for the club to enter will be on the schedule so keep an eye on the web site. The schedule when finalised 

will be laminated and circulated to all members. 

 

Scouts  

 

The club has been involved with the scout’s organisation and it proved very satisfying engaging with the 

young people and supporting them in learning good cycling skills. A number of events were held with the 

involvement of the cycling club. Next year will see that relationship build and suggestions have been made 

to organise some small cycling trips with the scouts. One of the cycling club members Martina Meegan is 

the scout leader and it is through her that the links with the scouts club has come from.  

 

Schools Project 

 

Another idea that the cycling club is progressing is creating strong links with all the local schools in the 

surrounding parishes. We hope to bring the cycling club into the schools to foster enthusiasm for cycling, 

provide guidance on the proper techniques for cycling and promote the club in so doing. Again ideas are in 

the mix in relation to organising small trips with the students. This is an idea at the embryonic stage and 

hopefully will be brought to fruition in early in 2011.  

 

Committee Work 

 

The work of the committee has been enormous. It is only the sheer enthusiasm that the members have that 

drives the energy of the individuals. We have had over 25 formal meetings with a huge commitment from 

all in attending the meetings, organising and preparing events and taking an active role in the cycling 

challenges. It is a committee interested in growing the club and bringing the community with it, proved 

without doubt by the achievements in 2010. I am proud to be associated with this group and I believe 2011 

will be even better.  

 

Thank you.  

 

Signed JJ Tevlin 

Club Secretary 

 

 

  

 

 


